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"The Right Honourable and Truly Noble 
THE | 


LOS EADY 
SHERARD 


OF 


STAPLEFORD. 


Aght Hencarable: . 
SECS Heſe two plain Sermons were compoſed: 
7 (ts : and ſuited to.ſerve a great and ſad Occa- 
i [YZ fron of your Honours, reached at your 
My, Deſires, heard with your- good liki 
WS ps. mo#t- effeftually — = 
your diligent 0bſervation.and Chriſtian Praftice of 
their Doftrine, and therefore in theſe Reſpetts were - 
juſtly. your awn- without the formality of a+ Dedica-* 
oſ- tion ; and truly 1 defizned: them. jo intirely. for the: 
Service of your Elonurable Family; that theiy- 
B*: Pr eachinge 
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Preachingh had been their only Publication, and they 
had continued Vours ſtill in the ftrifteſt Sence of Pro- 
priety, if an intimation of your Honour's Defires 
( which to me carry the force of a (ommand ) had not 
only . allowed, but .obliged me to make them more 
comn.on : and ſeeing the Crols vs not only the Badg, 
but the Burthen of our Chsiftianity, and you have 
fo many Fellow: Sufferers in the World, T have reaſon 
to. bope, that others may find the ſame Support and. © 
Comfort by theſe ſeaſonable Diſcourſes, which through 
God's file}ſing they bave happily afforded you. 


And there being ſo many afflifting Circumſtances 
( 4s it 4s generally known ) in your Caſe, your Pati- 
ence and Submiſſion will want no Advantage-of Ex- 
ample, but be able to ſpeak more perſwaſively, and 
make more Converts than theſe weak Sermons © 
mine, or the Oxatory of more powerful Preachers. 


Indeed when Death comes ſo near #5, and makes 
ſo deep a Wound in Nature, we need an extrordinary 
Aſſiſtance of Grace, the Benefit of Precept and Ex- 
ample both, all the Flelps which Philoſophy, and- 
Religion can furniſh, leſt we be wearied and 
faint in our Minds. Sr. Hierom writes of one 
Paulina a Lady of a fteady and well-governed Tem- 
per mother Trials, who . yet could not bear hey Chil- 
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drens- Death, without an immoderate. and unſeemly 
Reſentment ; bat ſome allowance may be fairly made 
80 the Tenderneſs of her Sex, when we. ſee Men who 
have naturally a greater ( onſtancy and Courage, wiſe 
Men, religious Hen, ready to fall by the ſame 
Stroke. Syneſius the Biſhop of Cyrene was ſo af- 


fefted with the Death of his Children, that in one of "EM 


his Epiſtles, he complains that the Remembrance 


of ir, like alingring Conſumption, waſted him 


daily, that all che Pleaſure of his Life died 


_ with them; and at laſt, breaks out into thus impati- 


ent Wailing ; Let me live no longer, or elle for- 
get that they are dead. ea, how doth the Heart 
of King David, a Saint and a Souldier, melt into 
a more than a Womaniſh Softneſs, and bewray its 
Weakneſs and Inſtability, in a Torrent of Tears, and 
tmpotent, unmanly Plaints at the Death of one 
Abſolom; Abſolom 4 Traitor and a Rebel to 
hs King and Father ; yet becauſe a Son, ſtill muſt 


be lamented in the higheſt Strain of Paſſion. 


Ay good Lord and Lady, you bewail a Son 
who had nothing of Ablolom in him, but bus Beanty, 
who had all the” Grace and ſweetneſs of ( onrteſy, of 
a mo#t obliging Mind, Speech and Deportment, withe 
out any of the Guilt or Blemiſh of Flattery, AﬀeSa- 
tion, or Deſign; who wanted no Accompliſhment 


beſeentm 
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beſeeming his Noble Bisth and Quality, but excelled: 

in Piety to bis 'God, aud Reverence 40. bis Parents, 

and a towardly Compliance with the other Inſtruftors 

and Governours of his Vouth, whereby he ſoon be- 
Peeter Cox. Came the Delight and Ornament of a.learned and ver- 
ily O-0n.  tx40144 SOCIETY, dear tO them as a.Child, and honou- 
red by them as a Patron, and therefore wept over as 
tatb, with a mixt Aﬀetlion, but not ſo fond, as 
rational. 


Aud indeed. his obligmg Qualifications procured 
hun. ſuch..a general Intereft. and. Efteem, that every 
oe who knew him ſeemed to mourn all along for him, 
4s if the Loſs had:been.only bis without:any. Partner to. 


In Mr. Lax- . | . : 
20's Sermon, Of. this W orch, ( aphich, hath been drawn already in. 
Fe day of bs Getter Colours, aud with, more graceful Strokes, 
Jutcrm:nt- than my poor Stack, or. Skill can ſupply ) 245 a quſt- 
Commendation of. your Honours {mgular Piety and: 
Patience, your deep fence of the DiſpleaJure, and. 
yet your meek and humble Submiſſron to the- Will of- 
tle Eather of Spirits, taking from:y0u_ a Son of fo- 
much Delight and Fjope, aud that in the Prime and the- 
Bloſom of bis Years, when he. ſeemed to be all Life. 
and. Figor . a.vey ſevere and ſearching tal. 
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Tet L who hed. the wnbappy Honour tn: he admitted 
into the darkeſi Scene-of your Sorrow, aud" to. 
our Vertue ſurprized mith. & moit dreadful Affanit, 
ſoon perceivedit happily: ſuccoured with [ucdrforces of 
Reaſon and Religion, as aſſured an equal Conflift, 
if not a Viftary, | | 


And I know you bave often Bleſſed God, who by a 
wonderful Supply of his Grace hath maintained your 
Patience and Fartitude, and; with the Tempration 
given a way to eſcape, and ſecure your Innocence. 


And I ſhall earneſtly pray, that the God of all 
(onſolation, would be pleaſed ſtill to ſuggeſt to you 
ſuch Religious Conſiderations as may eſtabliſh , and 
encreaſe your preſent Conifort, and lead you through 
all the obſcure Paſſages of this Veil of Tears, into 
the brighteſt Glortes of Everlaſting Light and Joy, 
that the Belief of your dear Son's happy 'Tranſla- 
tion, and the well-gronnded Expeftation of your 
own, may mertify all your earthly Affefions, make 
you every day leſs concerned for what you enjoy, or 
ſuffer in this World ; and that the Felicities of Ecer- 
nity, way render the good or evil things of Time 
very indifferent to you. To theſe my Prayers, T ſhall 
upon 
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upon al Occaſs ons add my beſt Endeavours to rw 
Honours in promoting your: higheſt,” your hea- 
venly Intereſt and Benefit, as becomes " Office and 
Obligations ; there being no one more truly ſenſi ie F 
yowHonour s Great Favours, than in, | 


M Noble Lord and Lady, 


Your Honours'moſt 
Faithf ul, Aﬀetonate, 


and Obedient Servant, 
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'3.3 3 
HE B. x. 1%. 


— We have had Fathers of our- Fleſh which correfFed 
us, and we gave them Reverence ; ſhall we not 
much rather be in Subjefion to the Father of Spi- 


rits, and live * 


"i 
ROT 3 a Lhe 
” 


| 7;UR Bleſſed Saviour, who was himſelf, 
OY PEA a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
DH =! Grief, bequeathed a Legacy of Suffe- 
rings unto the Heirs of his Glory, and iz 
#s through manifold Tribulations that we 
| _—_—_— aretoenter into the Kingdom of Heaven - 
'So that we are not only borr: to Trouble by the common 
condition of our Nature ( which like the Earth that 

the Lord hath curfed, brings forth nothing but Briers 

| and Thorns) but alſo borz again. to it in the State of 
þ our Chriſtianity, and trained up in the School of Crofles 

| and Affiictions, under: the Diſcipline of our heavenly 

(| Maſter. But he that hath called us to ſuffer with and 
#: for himſelf, hath alſo given us the ſareſt Supports, and 
the ſtrongeſt Roe, 40 the moſt needtul time of 
our 
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| The Epiitie Dedicatow. 
upon all Occaſions add my beſt Endeayours to ſerve 
your Honours, in promoting: your: higheſt,” your hea- 
venly Intereſt and Benefit, as becomes my Office arid 
Obligations ; there being. no one more truly ſenſible of 
y04rHonour's Great Favours, than is, BRL 


M Noble Lord and Lady, 
_ Your Honours moſt 


Faithf ul, AﬀeSionate, 


and Obedient Servant, 3 
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HE B. xii. is. 
— We have bad Fathers of our-Fleſh which correfed 


15, and we gave them Reverence ; ſhall we not 
much rather be in Subjefion to the Father of Spi- 
rits, and live * 


737,UR Bleed Saviour, who was himſelf, 
Z Y= a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
= >: Grief, bequeathed a Legacy of Suffe- 
/ A rings unto the Heirs of his Glory, and it 
#s through manifold 1ribulations that we 
are to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven + 


'So that we are not only bor to Trouble by the common 


condition of our Nature ( which like the Earth that 
the Lord hath curfed, brings forth nothing but Briers 
and Thorns) but alſo born again to it in the State of 
our Chriſtianity, and trained up in the School of Crofles 
and Afﬀiictions, under; the Diſcipline of our heavenly 
Maſter. But he that hath called us to ſuffer with and 
for himſelf, hath alſo given us the ſareſt Supports, and 
the ſtrongeſt Ones, 3 the moſt needful time of 

our 
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Verſe. x, 2: 


Verſ. 1 


Of Submisſion to the 
our Diſtrefs, by ſetting before us a Foy nnſpeakable, and 
over-balancing our /ight Aftidions with a more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory, exhorting us to Patience by his 
Precepts, and perſwading us to it by his Promiſes, bue 
more eſpecially inſtrufing us therein by his own moſt 
exemplary Submiſſion and Reſignation of Mind to the 
Will of his Father. And his great Apoſtle, having in 
the foregoing Chapter, reckoned up in order ſeveral 
eminent Patterns of Faith and Patience, in the begin- 
ning of this points, as from thoſe many Witneſſes or Mar- 
t5rs, to this one glorious and triumphant Sufferer, 
Chriſt Feſws,- the Author and Finiſher of our Faith ; ani- 
mating us by the Example of his victorious Patience, to- 
a paſſive Fortitude and Courage in our ſharpeſt fight 
of Afﬀlicions, to. an unwearied Perfeverance in the 
rougheft ways of Vertue. Let ws run with Patiente the © 
Race that is ſet before #83 looking unto Jeſus, the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith; who for the Joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame. 
Look unto him, not only to admire, but to imitate the 
Reſolution aud Invincibility of his Spirit, that you 
may not ſink under the Croſs which he endured, nor 
be over-whelmed with the Shame which he deſpiſed ; 
for to this very end and purpoſe you are to conſider 
him that endured ſuch ContradiGion of Sinners againſt 
himſelf, leſt you be wearied and faint in your Nlinds. 
Nay, conſider how much leſs you ſuffer then he did ; 
his Soul was exceeding ſorrowful unto Death : To Death, 
which draws an everlaſting Vail over alt the Glories 
and Delights of this World 3 but Joy and Comfort 
may again break through your cloleſt Mourning. He 
ſhed his precious Blood for you, you only ſhed Tears 
for your ſelves 3 tho you labour under many Sorrows, 


and 


" Serm. I. 


' 
) 
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and have more Sins to {trive againſt, yet you have 


not reſiſted unto Blood 3 yet you live till, and may Verſe 4. 


out-live all your Affii®ions, unleſs: you make them 
mortal by your own peeviſhnels, which in themſelves, 
or rather in the hand of your beſt Phyſficiaz, are only 
ewedicinal and healthful. | 

And he hath told you as much, if you have not 
forgotten the Exhortation which ſpeaketh unto you, as unto 


Children; and affureth you of his fatherly Love and F*rſ. 4. 


Tendernefs, when he' makes you ſmart moſt under his 
correting Hand : My Sor, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning 
of the Lord; nor faint when thou art rebuked of him 
Be not ſizbborx againſt him, nor inſe»ſible of | his 
Diſpleaſure ; for it 1s the chaſtning of the Lord, who 
hath power and right to puniſh : but yet be not too 
much dejected 3 for he ſpeaks you, and deals with 
you, not as Enemies, nor Servants, but as Children, 
and plainly diſcovers his fatherly Tenderneſs even in 
theſe Exerciſes of his Lordly Dominion, as it follows in - 
the 6th, 7th, and 8th Verſes of this Chapter 5 For whone 
the Lord loveth he chaſfteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whowe 
he receiveth. Tf ye endure chaſtning, God dealeth with you 
as with Sons; for what Son is he whom the Father chaſt- 
zeth not # but if ye be without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are 
Partakers, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons. 

This Confideration, if any, methinks ſhould eaſe our 
Hearts in Trouble, and keep us from fainting under 
God's Rebukes, viz. that his Chaſtiſemerts are the Ef- 
fefts and Arguments of his Love and Good-will to- 
wards us, at leaſt-wiſe if we endure them as becometh | 
Children, with a dutiful Regret for the Sins, the Faults ' 
that procured them, and an humble Subjedtion to the 


Hand that inflicts them. | 
B 2 And 
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And-that it is our [zteres?, as well as our Chriift:ar 
Duty, ſo to do; our Apoſtle further demonſtrates by a 
very argumentative Compariſon, in the words of my 
Text, We have had Fathers of our Fleſh, and we gave 
them Reverence 5; ſhall we not mmch rather be in SubjeFion 
unto the Father of Spirits, and live ? 

We have had Fathers of our Fleſþ 3 that is, of our Bo- 
dy,which confiſts for the moſt part of Fleſh ; or, Fathers 
of this Life, which we now live in the Fleſh 3 a Life exer- 
ciſed with fleſbly Inſtruments, and maintained with, 
fleſhly Supplies 3 theſe Fathers corrected and puniſhed 
us as they ſaw occaſion, ſometimes with-holding their 
Favours, otherwhiles taking away our Toys and Va- 
nities, the Entertainments of our ch/difb Afﬀetions ; 
ſometimes threatning, and otherwhiles laying on the 
Rod, and we gave So Reverencez we. did not only 
take all patiently at preſent, but ſtood in awe of them 
for the future, honouring their Authority, and fearing 
their Diſpleaſure z How amch rather ſhall we be in Sub- 
jetion unto the Father of Spirits ? that is, the 'Father 
of our Souls, God's immediate Off-ſpring, or of our 
Spiritual Lite, and all that appertains more dire&ly 
thereunto 3 Shall-we not mmch rather be in SubjeFion to 
this heavenly Father 2 who is infinitely more excellent in 
himſelf, in his Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, who is the 
Author of our more noble part, the Soul, and upholds 
us ina better Being, than that which we derive from 
our natural Parents, and deſigns us a fruit and benefit 
of his Correction, beyond the Contines of this World, 
a happy Immortality, after a troubleſome dying Life, 
which is implied in the laſt word of my Text, Live. 
Shall we not much rather be in Subje@ion to the Father of 
Spirits, and live 8 
In 
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In the Words thus explained and paraphraſed, we 
have. | | 


rſt, ./ Duty implied or ſuppoſed, the Submiſſion of 
Children to their particular Parents, | 

." adly, A Dwty expreſſed, the Subjettion of all Mankind, 
" butt eſpecially of Chriſtians, to the Univerſal Father. 

3dly, The Preference of this Duty to the former. 

I. In reſjef of the Excellency and Superiority of 
Fatherhood. | 

2. In regard of the End and Benefit of his Dj- 


ſcipline. | | 


wt, We are taught the Duty of Children's Submiſſion 
fo their immediate and proper *Parents, viz, That they 
ought -to own and honour their Authority, in their 
CorreFions, as well as in their Commands or Inſtruqi- 
ons. 'We had Fathers of our Fleſh, who correfed ws, and 
we gave them Reverence ; that's, wedid well fo to-do. 

2dly, By an Argument at leaſt 2 pari, from an Equa- 
lity of Companiſon 5 we are taught that we ought to 
feat and honour our Common Father, to be in SubjeFjor 
to him, becauſe he is a Father too. Te”: 

2dly, By an Argument in another reſpect 2 diſpars, 
from the leſs to the greater 3 we are taught that we- 
ought to be more ſubjeF to him. | 

T. In regard of the Excellency and Superiority of 
his: Nature, and his Relation to us ;- Shall we not much 
rather be in Subjedtion unto the Father of Spirits & _ 

- 2, In regardof the End and Benefit of his Diſcipline, 
whichreacheth beyond the Intereſts of this preſent State, 
and giveth Life and Happineſs in another. Shall we net 
rather be in SubjeFion unto the F ather of Spirits, aud live 2 

| I 
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Daty ſuppoſed, 7s. 


' I. That Children ought to ſubmit to the CorreFions of 


their natural Parents : They muſt neither ſturdily ſhake 
off, nor complain and droop too much under the 


| Yoke, but reverence their Authority in the harſheſt 
| and moſt unpleaſant Exerciſes thereof, tempering Joy 
with Fear, and pious Sorrow into a true Patience, and 


ſcemly Moderation of Spirit; equally bearing the Smiles 
and Frowns of their comforting, and their chaſtning 
Love, and overcoming thoſe Evils by ſuffering, to 
which they might not oppoſe an active Force. 

For the Law of Nature, and Nations, as well as the 
Lawof God.in the fifth Commandment,teach us the ſame 
that *Bex-Sirach doth, The Lord hath given the Father 


Honour, or Power, over the Children, and hath confirmed 


the Authority of the Mother over the Sons ; and therefore 
he exhorts, Verſe 8, Honour thy Father in thy Work, 
and in thy Word, &- in omni Patientia, as it is in the 
Vaielgar Latine, in all Patience; that is, ſubmit to his 
Animadverfions and Chaſtiſements; and this the young 
Greek, that *Plutarch ſpeaks of, was taught in Zeno's 
School, I have learned, ſaith he, patiently to bear my Fa- 


ther's Anger. And indeed the Anger of a Father being 


not onlythe right of his Power and Place, but for the 
moſt part, the effe&t of his Love too, Children are not 
to bear it only as a Burdez, but to receive it as a Bleſe- 
ſing, as a means to ſecure that their f;a! Obedience 
and Reverence, to which God hath made fo many, 
and fo ample Promiſes of Good even in this Lite. 

And the fame Reaſons of Swbje@ion will hold, if not 


1mPprove, Mn reverence to a more common Father, the. 


Gover- 


_ __ Of Submislion to the | Serm. 1. 
I begin to ſpeak ſomething very briefly upon the 


OE 


Som Will of God. 


Governour of a larger Family ; yet in a ſenſe the Fa- 
ther of our Fleſh too, and ſubordinate to the Father of 
Spirits, as having a right to direct and rule our out- 
ward Deportment in order to a gezeral Good, and pub- 
lick Peace, though by a particular Grievance, or perſo- 
nal Diſtreſs ſometimes; I mean the Father of our Conn- 
try, whom we mult reverence even when he corre@s 
and rules with Rigor, and to whom we mult be ſubject 
not only for Wrath or Fear, but for Love and Intereſt, 
yea for Conſcience ſake, and by virtue of our SubjeFior 
unto the Father of Spirits, who hath placed us ( only 
with a reſerve for his own Prerogative ) under his 
Dominion and Juriſdiction. But this minds me to pro- 
ceed to the ſecond Particular, viz. to \{hew you, 


H. That it is the Duty of all Mankind, eſpecially of us 
Chriſtians, to be in SubjeGion to God the common Father, 
and chief of all the Tribes and Families, _ 

Here I ſhall undertake to fhew you, 1. VWherein our 
SubjefFion to this Father doth conſiſts. And then, 2. Con- 
firm the Do@rine by Proof and Reaſon. 

I, Touching the nature and extent of this Subje&ion, 
it muſt be ofa vaſt Latitude, not only exceeding broad, 
as God's Commandments, but as his Corrections too, 
embracing every Law, and kiſſing every Rod of his, 
complying with all the Ends of his *Providerte, fo far 
as he 1s pleaſed to notify them to us, being equally 
diſpoſed to do, and ſuffer his Will, in one Inſtance * 
as well as another, without diſpute or repining.. But in 
my Text, it bath reſpect to the ſuffering part principally, 
if not only, to our bearing thoſe AfiiGzons which God 
ſends ſometimes to humble us tor our Sins paſt, ſome- 
times to. check a growing Vice, and otherwhile to 

prevent 


. _— 
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Feneca Epla. 
6. 


prevent a future Vanity and Diſorder of Life. AndI. 


{hall endeavour to ſhew you briefly ; 


1. WWherein this Subje@ion doth not conſiſt, And, 
2. Poſitively, wherein it doth. 
i. It doth not conſijt in chooſing Affiidion, or bringing 
Tronble upon onr ſelves, when we may fairly avoid it. 
Nor, '2. In being inſenſible amder it, when it lights 
P02 Wa, "1620 | 


7. It doth not conſiſt in chuſing Afiioz, or expc- 
ſing our ſelves to unneceflary Danger and Trouble. 

Eſtivs indeed renders it aQtively} nonne ſubjicienus 
7:05 ipſos £ ſhall we not.ſabje& our {elves > But then the 
meaning will not be, that we ſhould make, or lay on, 
our own Burdens, but that we ſhould bow and {too 
to God's Impoſrtions. For AftiTions confidered for- 
mally, in themſelves, 'are-Oppreſſions' and Diſtreſſes of 
Nature, and ſo evtl;; 'and.it is only the Grace, Power, 
and Providence of God, that brings good out of them, 
and makes them at-any time profitable to us. 
.- And therefore Tormenta a me abeſſe welim, (aid the 
great Stoick himſelf,I am not in love with Torments, Ido 
nat deſire Crofles, Sed ſz ſuſtinenda fuerint, ut me in illis 
fortiter, animoſe, boneſte geram optabo 3 but if they be im- 
poſed, I Gill pray that I may bear them with an unbro- 
ken Spirit, and a becoming Courage and Reſolution. 
And queſtionles, though our Chriſtian Religion beſt 
enableth.us to undergo and and overcome all .ontward 
Troubles, yet it furniſheth us, as well with Wiſdom to 
decline them when we may, as with Strength and For- 


,titude to encounter their moſt violent Afſaults. A wiſe 
* Mar, faith Solomar, foreſees a Danger, 'and will do his 
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beſt to avoid it. Wherefore it was our Bleſſed Savi- 


our's own Advice to his Diſciples, to be wiſe as Serpents 23. 


In this ſenſe, to keep out of harms way, and to be- 
ware of Men that would deliver up to Counſels : yea fur- 
ther in the 23d Verſe of that Chapter, When they perſe- 
cute them in one City, to flee to another. And Solomon 
had told the World long before, or rather recorded 
it among his Proverbs,as a profitable Reſult of common 
Obſervation and Experience 3 4 prudent Mar ſeeth the 
Plague, and hideth himſelf: but the fooliſh Man goeth oz 
ſtill and is puniſhed. And again, *Bleſſed is he that 
feareth always, ſaith the ſame wiſe King ; for Diſtruſt is 
the Sinew of Wiſdom, Et borum eft timere omnia at 
nihil timeamms ; It is good to fear all things that we may 
fear nothing 3 that 1s, a prudent Caution will ſet us 
YE peas, out of the reach and power of what we fear. 
ThisCaution the S707ckscalled,Ademn iyuaios pAdulorrEy, 
A prudent declining of any hurtful thing. - And although 
to ſome this ſeems a diſtruſt of God's Providence yet 
our Apoſtle aſſures us it may be an AC of Faith, in the 
foregoing Chapter. By Faith Moſes when he was born, 
was hid three Months of his Parents, to eſcape the Fu- 
ry of Pharaoh. 

We, who are at beſt but God's adopted Childrey, 
who are what we are merely by his Grace, and of our 
ſlves have no Sufficiency, either to do or ſufftr as we 
ought, may well pray with his zatural and only begotten 
Sor, that if it be poſſible, the bitter Cup may paſs from as. 

It is true, ſince God hath been often pleaſed to work 
that Good by AfziFion, which other mere gentle Me- 
thods would not: effect, we ought to pray rather 
that he ſhould puniſh us here, than ſuffer us to periſh 
hereafter. O Lord, corre# me, but with Judgment, 
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10t in thine Anger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. 

We are not obliged to expoſe our {elves raſhly, as 
ſome well-meaning Sufferers did in the : Primitive 
Times 3 yet,as Sexeca ſaid of his wite and vertuous Man, 
Placebit ills ignis per quam bone Fides collucebit; We 
need not fear thoſe Flames which will illuſtrate our 
Graces, nor {bun that Fire which will conſume our 
drols only. | 

In a word, as Afli@ion is an effeft of God's Grace, 
and a means of improving our own Vertue, we may 
meet it with Deſire, and embrace it with Delight, . but 
as it is an Evil to Natare, and an Expreſſion of God's 
Anger, we ought to avoid it when we fairly may 3, and 
pray with David : O Lord, rebuke me not in thy Wrath, 
zeither chaſten me in thy hot Diſpleaſare. Nor, 

2. Are we to be inſenſible of it, when God in his 
wiſe Providence brings it upon usz3 Serſum enim Ho- 
minis nulla virtws exuit, (aid the Heather : and. the Chri- 


ſtian renders it thus ; No Grace of God doth aboliſh 


the Sentiments of Nature 3 yea Stupidity or Stubborn- 
neſs under the Rod, or, as our Apoſtle calls it, the de- 
ſpiſing of the Chaſtnings of the Lord, proceeds not from 
the Perfe&ion, but the Depravation of our Natures. 
It was for this ſenſleſsnefs that God rebuked the 1ra- 


elites 5, Strangers have devoured his Strength,and he hnow- 


eh it not 3 they are in a waſting Condition, but are 
not ſenſible of their Miſery. The Prophet Feremy 
takes notice of the ſame evil diſpoſition of Mind ; Thox 


haſt firicken them, but they have not ſorrowed ; thou haſt 


conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive CorreTion. 
They hardned their Hearts, and either contemned, or 
diſregarded God's Judgments, than which there cannot 


be a higher Affront to his Majeſty. es 
When 


| 
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When Moſes was a Szitor for his Siſter Miriam, he 
received this Anſwer from God 3 Numb. 12. 14, If 
ber Father had ſpit in ber Face, ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed 
ſeven days £ As if he had ſaid, how much more ſhould 
ſhe be humbled, or aſhamed that I have teſtified my 
Diſpleaſure againſt her. 

It ſeems to be a higher degree of Impiety to turn 


God's Judgments, than his Grace, into Wantorneſs ; 111, 26, ix, 1 


and therefore when the Hand of God is lifted up a- 
gainſt a Nation, or a Fail, if they will not ſee, and be 
{ſenſible of lighter Strokes, they ſhall ſee, as the *Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, and be afraid of more cutting Calami- 
ties; God will add Grief to their Sorrow, as he did 
unto Barachs, and make them faint under their reſtleſs 
Sighings and Complaints. But let this ſuffice to ſhew 
yau negatively wherein this SybjeGion to the Chaſinings 
of our heavenly Father doth not conſiſt. 3 
I proceed now to ſhew you poſttively, that it doth 
conſult, FELL 2 
1. Tri chooſing Afﬀiidion.aud Miſery of any kind rather 
than the leaſt Sin. - Though we are not to ſeek the 
Croſs; yet we are not to go qut of God's way to ſhunit: 
we muſt.he content to. ſuffer Perſecution, rather than 
ceaſe to live godly and hoxeſily, 1n this preſent World. 
It was .one of vn groſs Errors of thoſe nominal 
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gion, or fighting in the defence of it under any falſe 
Colours, or any lawleſs Conduct. We muſt ſuffer all 
that can befal] us rather than offend on either hand, 
For whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will I alſo 
deny before my Father which is in Heaven, faith our 
Bleſſed Saviour. And, Whoſoever reſifteth the Power, 
faith our great Apoſtle,reſe/teth the Ordinance of God; and 


they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, We 


may underſtand the Sin of Rebellion,and the Chriſtian 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, much better from this 
Text of Scripture,than from the Writings of Bucchanaz 
in the days of our Fathers, of F. Goodwin ligce, and of 
the late Author of the Life of Fuliar + for here we 
are plainly taught that Diſozalty to our King, is alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with SwbjeFiox to our God; that 
the Powers of Earth, are the Ordinance of Heaven 3 and 
Diſobedience to them, at leaſt aftual Oppoſition againft 
them, will certainly expoſe us to the Puniſhments of 
Hell : Wherefore it hath. been the conſtant Praftice of 
all good Chriſtians, where they could not eſcape the 
effes of their Prince's Diſpleafure either by Obedience, 
or by Flight, then to bear them with Submiſſion, 
but never to repel, or prevent them by Force or Re- 
fiſtance. | | 
Thus did the Primitive Chriſtians under Heathen 
and Heretical Emperours : Thus did the Waldernſes un- 
der Popiſh Perſecutors 3 our Grandfathers under the 
bloody, fiery Reign of Queen Mary. Thus do our 
diſtreſſed Brethren of France at this preſent time, and 
thus muſt we all do, if God ſee beſt to put us upon the 
fame Trials. 22, Bo 
The Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits have found out as ma- 
py diſhoneſt Arts of faving themſelves from ang and 
egal 
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tegal Puniſhments, as of plotting Evil and Miſchief a- 
oainft others. I ſhall give you one remarkable Inſtance, 
and that is their Praftice of Equivocation and mental 
Reſervation, uſing words of a double ſenſe to cloud 
and conceal the Truth, and reſerving ſome words in 
their Mind wholly to alter the ſenſe of what they utter. 
As for Example; If you ask a Prieſt, Art thou indeed 
a Prieſt ; he will confidently and readily deny himfelf, 
and ſay, I am no Prieſt, and if need be fivear it alfo ; 
reſerving in his Mind, of Baa, or of Apollo; which 
Speech and Reſervation put together, make up an in- 
tire Sentence, 1 an no Prieit of Baal, or of Apollo. 
Again, they will endeavour to cover Treafoft by ſay- 
ing they had no defign againſt the Life of the King; 
reſerving in their Minds, of France. Such Lies, under 
other names, do they make their Refuge in times of 
Danger. | 

If our bleſſed Saviour, or the Apoſtles and: Martyrs 
of Chriſt, had known and approved this Dofrine, how 
ealily might they have eſcaped thoſe Troubles, Tor- 
ments, and Deaths which they endured > When our 
Lord was demanded, Whether he was the Chriſt? how 
-readily might he have anfwered, F am not, with this 
Refervation, ſuch as ye look. for ? and his Apoſtles and 
Martyrs when they were queſtioned, Whether the 
were Chriſtians > how eaftly might they have oi 
we are not, reſerving only in their Minds, ſuch as ye 
flander us to be ? but they durſt not practiſe theſe 
Shifts : nor muſt we fhun Miſery by running into Sir, 
chuſing Afﬀfti®ions with the People of God, rather than. 
all the Pleaſures and Proſperity of the wicked. Bur, 

2. This Subje&ion conſiſts in bearing AffliFions with 
Patience, not mourning immoderately nor mmurmuring at all. 
:, Not 
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1. Not mourning immoderately. To be inſenſible of 
Evils, is not to be Men; to be impatient. under them, is 
not to be Chriſtians. 

Lugere amicos lufu moderate decet, &c. 


It was good and pious Counſel that of Bex-Sirach ; 


Ecclus. 38. 16, Let Tears fall upon the dead, and uſe Lamentations as he 
17* 7s worthy. Jeſus wept over his Friend Lazarws, The 


$2, Ep. 63. 
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Job I, 2I- 
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Church lamented the Death of St. Stepher, and the 
Apoſtle *Paul the dangerous ſickneſs of his Epaphro- 
ditus. 

Tolaugh or look cheartully at a Funeral, yea, not 
to drop ſome Tears upon the Hearſe of our deceaſed 
Friend, is :a Breach of our Chriſtian Behaviour ; yet 
there muſt be a mean in this, Lachrywandum #, ſed 
201 plorandums, we muſt weep under our Father's 
Red, but;not.complain of . his, Severity, which 18a fur- 
ther {aſtance pf; our Patience and Swhwijſion to God's 
Will. For, -- E : | ; - 

2. We:muſt not murmur a all : I was dumh, (aid 
David, .1 opened not 111y Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it - 
Whagever, the-yoluntary, gr unwilling Inſtruments o 


amy -Tsouble;may, be; 1:ſce thy Finger 1n,their, Hand, 


I acknowledg thy Juſtice, ,and adore thy Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs in;all that -I ſuffer, .cither from the Unkind- 
ncfs, or \Miltakes ;of ,Men,z and therefore I. will gat 
epine)or, complayn ſo much ,as in a-ward of thy ,deal- 
highs it, nd therfars Tpenre, ne 

2zy .Maath,; and there was 2s, much Submiſfion in E/'s 
and: Fob's Speeches, 'as.in David's Silence 3. dt is phe 
\Lerd, tet tows dorehatſaguerbe 3p i, aid Eli, after he 
lQp, 
"The 
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The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be Job 2. I0. 


the Name of the Lord, laid Fob. 

He diſcovers more of this excellent Spirit, not only 
ih' bearing with''his Wife's Frowardnefs, - but in his 
meek Expoſtulation with her, and declaring the Equi- 
ty of God's dealings with them both, in ſo general a 
Calamity : Shall we receive Good at the hand of God, 
. and ſhall-we not receive Evil 8 To apply this in a word 
*to our ſelves; It 1s the ſame bleſied Hand that diſtri- 
butes, and ſinites, and we ought to adore it with equal 
Reverence and AfﬀeCtion, whether it be opened wide 
in Bounty, or contracted clote in Severity. 

Beloved, 'we have had much more Experience of 
God's Goodneſs towards us in ging: us Proſperity, 
and a flow of Bleſſinps, than we have had of his Anger, 
in-taking from us our Comforts, and adding to onr Mi- 
ſeries. And ſhall we receive Good at the Hand of God, 
(and ſo much Good as we have done) und ſhall we 
»ot receive Evil ? Shall we not patiently! bear a little 
Afiction 2 not repining at the ſharpneſs of - God's 
Diſcipline, but meekly kiſſing the Rod that ſtrikes us, 
humbly acknowledging theEquity of our Father”s ſeve- 
reſt Chaſtnings, that all vis Ways are equal, and that in 
Rightcoufneſs he doth "afffif? us, that our own. 115-quities 
have wrought Evil to #8,and that the Moths,which fret and 
conſumeo ur Garments, have their Being and Nouriſh- 
ment/from them : which 1s another good Evidence of our 
Submiſſion'to the Divine Diſpoſals and Puniſhments.. 

\ $3.* Our-Subjedion in fome Cafes muſt ſhew it ſelf; 
not only by a Refignation, and yielding up of our 
Wills to the Will of God, and by an owning all Mani 
feſtations of his J#ſtce, but by a Submiſſion of our 
Underſtandings to his infinite Wiſdom, and Few», 
: tisfted. 
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fatisfied in the moſt myſteriqus and hidden ways of 
his Providence, ſuch as his diſtreſſing the Vertuous, and 
proſpering the Ungodly, | 

There is a good reaſon why the provident Father, 
who would make a laſting Conſerve of the Roſes and 
Violets, ſhould cut, mangle and bruiſe them,though the 
filly Child ſtand amazed at this Work ; and,as the noble 
e<Mornay expreſſes it, Floribus illis illachrymatur &- 
&ulat, weeps over thoſe Flowers, becauſe he would 
have them preſerved for Poeſies and Garlands. In like 
manner the Dealings and Proceedings of Almighty God, 
even thoſe which are moſt intricate and involved, 
want not their reaſonable Conſiderations to move and 
reſt upon. Though we who are Children in Under- 
ſtanding cannot find them out, yet we know ſo much 
of our heavenly Father, as to be aſſured that his Fudg- 
ments are according to Truth, and that there is no Onrigh- 
zeouſneſs in him. 

And therefore,that we are in Duty obliged to adore 
and fubmit'to that hidden Equity and Wiſdom. of his 
Proceedings which we cannot comprehend, and by 
this humbling of our Reaſon, this confining of our 
Spirits within their proper Sphere:of Knowledg, we 
give a farther Teſtimony of our.Subje@ion to the Father 


of them, which yet is compleated. . .\\. 


4. By Amendment of Life, by a careful avoiding 
and Reformation of theſe Faults, which were-moſt like 
to-move our Father's Diſpleaſure. . This is/it which the 
Prophet {/azah expreſſeth by « turning unto: hin that 
enteth ws ; this is 1t which the Prophet Micah intends; 
by hearing the Rod, and him who hath appointed it : Eve- 
ry Rod of God hath a Voice, and comes to reprove 
us for ſome Sin, or to inſtruq us in ſome Duty, and 

| our 
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our Subjedion to it 'corffiſts not only in a patient bear- 
ing of its.ſmart, but in a towardly learning its Leſſons ; 
learning to. be leſs ſenſual,and more heavenly-minded 


les dejeted with Adverfity, and more humble in Pro- - 


ſperityz in a word, more holy in all manner of Conver- 
ſation : That though we may ſay with David, Before 
we were affiifed we went aſtray; we may add with him 
alſo, but ow have we kept thy Word : making it appear, 
that God indeed hath chaſtned us for our Profit, that we 
might be Partakers of his Holineſs. 

This is that worthy Fruit of Repentance which our 
blefled Saviour, in the third of St. Matthew, would have 
us to bring forth : This is the Work which God expeds 


from us when his Rod is ſhaken over us, or laid upon 


Pal, 119. 67. 


us 10 any ſore Calamity publick or perſonal, even to _ 


conſider our Ways, that is, our Omiftions, our Adions, 
our 16ns, What we have done, and how we have 
ſuffcreÞ, and to turn our feet to his Teſtimonies, as David 
ſpeaks, Ezoiv nord dakota yon, 

Puniſhments, ſaith Damaſcer, are the forced Off- 
ſpring of willing Faults. 
" If we had the true coneeit of our Duty towards 


'God imprinted upon our Hearts, and would we but 


add thereunto diligent Obſervation of our daily and 


' hourly Neglets thereof; every particular Croſs would 


dire& us to ſome particujar S777, from which the 
Lord in Mercy would purge us. 
And we then. are ſ#bje# and bear the Affiidion as 
we ought to do; if bY} ſearching our Hearts, examining 
ering the nature of it, we endea- 
vour to diſcover, and reform that particular Vice for 
which God ſeems to rebuke and puniſh us. 
It was a mark of Incorrigibleneſs and Ignominy in 
King 
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King Ahaz, that in the time of bis Diſtreſs he ſinned more 
and more; and this the Prophet Jeremy laments as a 
greater Miſery then'the foreſt Af#&ior int that People ; 
Thou haſt” ſmitten” them, but they have' n0t grieved ; 
thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive 
Corre@ion ; they have made their Faces harder than a Rock , 
they have refuſed to return. | | | 

Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, whoſo 
will take warning by theſe DireCions, and theſe Ex- 
amples, to repent of, and reform the Evils and Errors 
of their Lives; They ſhall nnderſtand the loving- Kind- 
meſs of the Lord, even under the fhew of his Diſpleaſure. 
That, as Tertullian fpeaks, Felix cui Dems dignatur 
jraſciz or rather in David's Language, "Bleſſed is the 
Man whom thou chaſtneSt, () Lord, and teacheSt him in 
thy Law. But of this more hereafter. | 

I have ſaid as much as the time,and the deſign of my 


Diſcourſe would permit, touching "the nature of oþr 


SubjefHion to God's Chaſtnings. 1 go forward to ſthew 
more fully, ( for I have done it in part already ) that 
we ought to be ſo ſubject, and why we ought to beſo. 

And, becauſe this is a large Field, I ſhall confine my 
ſelf both for Proof and Reafons to the words of my 
Text, and the foregoing Verſes of this Chapter ;_ and I 
doubt not butit will plainly appear that every Chriſti- 
an, every adopted Child of God, as well as the proper 
Son, our bleſſed Saviour, ought to learn Obedience by the 
things which he ſuffers; and 'to ſhew his Obedience as 


'mich, if not -more in that, than any other Inſtance, 


as He-did. -- 


-- It is the deſign of the Holy Gho#? in a _ part of this 


Chapter and'that foregoing, to eſtabliſh this DoQrine, 


this 
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this to you for a further Confirmation and Commen- 
dation thereof, viz. That the Chaſinings and AfﬀtiGions, 
which the Apoſtle here hath reſpe& unto, and ' which 
are to be born with ſo much Contentment, and Syb- 
miſſion, were of a peculiar and extraordinary nature, 
ſuch as God hath never yet tried any of us withal, Per- 
ſecutions and cruel Uſages, the loſs of Goods and 
good Name, as we may infer from ſome Paſſages in 
the tenth Chapter of this Epiſtle, as Cruel Mockings, .no 
doubt, Seourgings, Bands, Impriſonments, as thoſe we 
read of in the latter end of the eleventh Chapter, and all 
for Rzghteouſreſs ſake, tor believing in Fe/xs, and doing 
the Will of God - Perſecutions only ſhort, if ſhort at 
all,of thoſe in the following Ages,when Children were 
ſdatched out of the Arms of their pittiful Parents, their 
Brains daſhed out againſt the Stones before their Faces, 
their beſt Friends buried in Fires, or baniſhed into 
ſtrange places. 

- Such as theſe were the Primitive Perſecutions, ſuch as 
theſe were the Lofles, Trials, Chaſtmings, the Apoſtle 
endeavours to fortify- his Hebrews againſt, and to ſap- 
port them under : And by how much the leſs and 
more gentle our Sufferings are, ſo much the more pati- 
ently-: and ſubmiffively ought we. to bear them. 
sF hey perhaps might have been better allowed to weep 
Blood, than we to ſhed Tears, m regard of the greater 
ſnart and preſſure of their Afflictions 3 and therefore, 
T ſhall hope that the Doftrine of the Text, though ap- 


plied more pa” to their Caſes, will have an e- 
ecual Influence upon ours,to ad-' 


qual, if not a more 
miniſter Strength, Courage and Comfort. to us, in the 
more ordinary Calamities of our Lives, the niilder Cor- 


retions of the Father of Spirits. 
95111 D 2 
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Pal, 34. 19. 


; And now we come to conſider the: Reaſons of this 

our Subjeaion. | 

x. The firſt of which is derived from the Equality of 
Compariſon in my Text, between our natural Parents 
and our ſpiritual Father : If we are to reverence and 
ſubmit to the one as ſuch, we are to do ſo to both, and 
mult be in SubjeFion unto the Father of Spirits, becauſe 
he is our Father. ; 

It is an Argument which God himſcIf uſeth by 
his Prophet Malackhy, A Son honoureth his Father : 
if [then be a Father, where's mine Honour © where's your 
child-like Deportment ? your chearful Submiſſion to my 
Will 2 You know, 

1. That a Father hath right and power to give Laws to, 
and inflict Penalties on his own. 

2. He hath Kindneſs and Bowels to mitigate the Rigor 
of Law, and to temper his Diſcipline according to the 
different Capacities and Infirmitics of his Children : 


When the Rodis in a Father's hand, Love and Com-.-._ | 


paſſion have the Management of every Blow, and it is | 
ſaid of God, that he pitieth ws, as a Father pitieth his Son 
that ſerveth him. . 

And as a tender Father pitieth the fick Child moſt, 
ſo doth He moſt commiſerate us 1n our Diſtreſles. He 
ſo pitieth us as to ſuccour us in our Troubles, and in 
his due time, when it is moſt for his Glory and our own 
Good, to deliver us out of them 3 according to that 
gracious Promiſe, / will be with thee in Trouble to deliver 
thee : Many are the AﬀtiTions of the Righteous, but God 
delivereth himout of them all. This me-thinks ſhould 
perſwade us to a patient bearing of AfiiFions, becauſe 
they are the Chaſtnings of a Father. 
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The Hand of an Ezemy poifons the Wound, but 
the Hand of a Father when it ſtrikes, drops Balſam 
| in his very Rods are bound up in Silk and Softnefs, and 
he only wounds that he may heal; he only launces and 
cuts,to let out that Corruption which will not be carri- 
ed off by any milder Method. Bur, 

3. It is our Submiſſion to his CorreFions that maketh 
it appear that he is indeed our Father, and we his 
Children; our Swjedior warrants and voucheth our 
Sonſhip. Every Hypocrite will fawn upon God in 
Proſperity, ſerve him when he can ferve himſelf on 
him. It is the Property of the true Chriſtian to adhere 
to him when he ſuffers for ſo doing, and to truſt in 
him as Fob did, mot only when he maketh an Hedg about 
x5, but when he layeth us waſte, when he ſpoils us of 
our Goods, our Friends, our Children, our Health, yea 
our own Lives. K 

For, as the Valour of a Souldicr is beſt ſeen in the 
Batte}, and the Skill of a Pilot in a Tempeſt ; fo the ,Cenmo 
Fortitude and Patience of a Chriſtian is beſt deſcerned ftate, in acie 


n : , militem intel 
in Tribulation. ligas. Sew. de 


Until the Storms and Winds came, the Houfe built #p= providenc, 

on the Sand, _ to ſtand = RING ſecure as that 

pon the Rocks and give me leave by way of further ; 

Meare to tell you, That Chriſtian Virtue reſems actin. 

bleth two remarkable Plants, which I have ſometimes £Eichnrs nodi- 
. taken ſpecial notice of, one of-which cafts a moſt fra- _ 

grantſtrong Perfume in the Night ; and the other alſo 

(of no les contrary Complexion to its fellows,as if it re- 

joyced at what they mourry for,the Sun's ſetting) is ne- 

ver ſeen to blow and ſhew its Flowers before the Eve- 

ning. I am ſure the true Chriſtian's Graces are moſt 

illuſtrious and conſpicuous 1n the dark 5 yea, his Light 


aiſeth 


prey wo 4 6 Vick ener” Res a WEE TIER CLUTTER — 
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eriſcth out of Darkneſs; and when the Sun of his out- 
ward Comforts is eclipſed or ſet, his inward Worth and 
Glory breaks forth as the Noon-day. 
Zsb, de Ir And ſuitable to our purpoſe, is what the Wiſdom 
videntia P10- 
ſpera in ple= Of that ſage Heathen, Seneca, obſerved, Magnum exem- 
bem ac vis plum niſi mala fortuna non invenit, that none have been 
> appz Hy eminently and exemplarily virtzows, as thoſe that 
lamitaies TCt- haye been ſignally unfortunate ; and he inſtanceth in So- 


roreſq: morta- 


lium ſub ju- Crates, and declares that the Trial of his Conſtancy and 
-gum mirtere, Equanimity by a violent ſuffering of Death, made him 
avi «t, a truly great Man.: Circuta magnum Socratem fecit. 
tbid  _ Afiiction indeed is no certain ſign of God's Favour 
Sen. Ep. 13- an paternal Love ; but the willing Suſception, and the 
chearful bearing of the Croſs, is the expreſs Condition 
and the peculiar Character of our Chriſtianity, of our 
ſpiritual Soxſhip or new * Birth unto Righteouſneſs. And 
therefore before thoſe Errours and Corruptions, which 
we properly call Popery, had invaded the Church, the 
Figure of the Croſs, was aſſumed for the Badg. of their 
Profeſon;.andithe. Enſign, of their Spiritual Warfare, 
the Pledg of their conitant adherence to a cracified 
| Saviour, 28 it is uſed by us. .at this day in the Office of 
Baptiſm. Hence it is that many good Men have petiti- 
oned for Croffes, as thinking them the neceſſary Atteſta- 
tions of their/Sonſhip, and means of Aſlimilation unto 
their Elder Brother. — | ; 


. But we are under a ſtronger Obligation,ſtill to be in * 


Snbjedion to our Father which is iz Heaven 5, becauſe, 
4. He is. not only the Father of our Fleſh (for in and 
by bitn we live, move and have our natural Being, and 
from his Bleſſing we derive all the'Comforts of it) but 
he 1s the Father of our Spirits to0, and that by a more im- 
mediate Generation : Upon which account he hath, 
E | I. A 
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| Serm.r. (Will of God. 
I. A more abſolute Dominion over 4s. And, 

_ 2. Az. infinitely. more perfe# Love and Kindneſs for 
us than our natural *Parents have. Which brings me to- 


my thrid and laſt Point, viz. 


IH. That we ought to be more ſubje? unto him, than to 
them. How much rather ſhall we be in Subjedion unto the 
tFather of Spirits, and live #2. 
.- How much rather ſhall we be in Subjedtion to him, 
x. In regard of the Excellency of his Nature, and the 
Abſoluteneſs of his Dominion. 2. In regard of the 
Excellency, of his Nature, which is purcly ſpiritual, no- 
thing of Fleſh or Frailty in him; who 1s not only a Spi- 
rit, but the Father of Spirits, of Angels, and the Souls'of 
Men, the moſt noble and refined. Beings; and therefore 
muſt needs have an infinite Fulneſs (if I: may ſo ex- 
preſs it.) and: PerfeRtion of Spirit in himſelf, infinite 
Poner, Wiſdom, Fuſtice and Mercy 5 ang ;therefore the 
higheſt degrees of Reverence,of LoveandFear,aredueto 
his Supremacy of Nature, and, as a conſequent of this, to 
his right of Soverargnty, and rule over us. Dominion and. Jobay, x. 
Fear are with thee : Fear, as the reſult and tribute of Mal. 1. 6 
Dominion. 1f [be Maſter, where is my Fear 2 Shall 
we not pay that Homage to the Father of the whole 
Creation, to the Soveraien Maſter of all the World, 
which the Subjects of Familtes and Kingdoms upon 
Earth yield willingly to their reſpective Lords 2 Nay, 
ſhall. not. the-degrees. of our Obedience and Submiſſion 
bear ſome Proportion to the Pre-eminency of the Di- 
vine Power and Authority ? | 
. When the CHI 1s put, ah — pen ſhould rm | 
obey, or be in Subjecion to, the Fathers of our Fleſh, 
Ny ather of our Country, or the. Father of our one who —_— 


cuts 
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Pſal.'99. 5. 


Pſale 46. Io. 


cuts off tk8 Spirit of Princes. 2 St. Auſtin's Rule is a-fafe 
DireQion, - Nox debet minor Poteſtas iraſei; fi: major pre- 
lata'fit, and we muſt ſtand moſt in awe of him that 
hath the greateſt Power and Right of Rule. And that 
God hath ſo, will eaſily appear : 

1. *Becauſe his Dominion is Original, in and from 
himſelf; all other is derivative, dependent and ſubor- 
dinate. Our Parents are his Childrer, and our \King 
his SubjeF; Reges in ipſos imperinm eſt Fovis; or, in 
the *P/alwiſt Phraſe, he is terrible to the Kings of the 
Earth. | 

2. His Dominion is Abſolute, no mixed, no limited 
&/Ionarcky. Though we havea ſaying, that the King 
rules us, and the Law guides him, yet the Supreare 
Lord is not under any controul, or any condudt either, 
but that of his own infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; he 
doth both in Heaven and Earth, whatſoever pleaſeth him- 
elf. and ought to pleaſe his SubjeAs too: But whether 
it pleaſeth us or no, God will! aſſert his own Domi- 
mion; The Lord will ſtill be King, be the *People never ſo 
impatient. It will therefore concern us as well in point 
of Prudence, ' as of Duty, never to-rebe] againſt that 
Power:which we cannot ſubdue, but with an humble 
dereliction of our own Wills, to acquieſce in his -or; 
in the *P/almiſt's Phraſe, to be ſtill, and know that he is 
God, and will maintain his *Prerogative, 

3. His Dominion is univerſal, and he reigns over all, 
he is Lord of the whole Creation, the great and' little 
World, and of each part of Man, of the Soul and Spi- 
rit, which is his Creature, or rather his Child, by a 
peculiar Participation of his Nature. 

1. He gives Laws to our Thoughts, Deſires, and 
Afﬀections, which are exempt from Human Juriſ- 

| | diction, 


Serm. I. 


TUill of God. 
dition, and can puniſh their ſecret Diſorders. For, 
2. Such is his Soveraignty over the Spirit of Man, that 
he can break into the Soul's IlaſtReſort, and ſtrongeſt 
Hold, where no other Enemy can enter, and wound 
where the longeſt Sword of Tyrannical Perſecutors 
cannot reach : He can by an inviſible Dart, ſecret Ar- 
row of his Indignation, ſhoot into the very Heart, and 
give a Wound in the Spirit which none can bear ; He can 
in an inſtant move that ſence of Guilt which will attach 
( and arreſt the Conſcience,and make Deſolation a there, 
where our chief Support and Comforts dwell. The 
moſt enraged, and malicious Perſecutors can only kill 
that which would otherwiſe die of it ſelf : But there is 
no Man hath Power over the Spirit, ſaith Solozrom, God Ecceſ. 8. 8. 
alone 1s thus mighty in Strength, and who hath hard- 
ned his Heart ( faith Fob) who hath ſtood out, and Job g. 4 
rebelled againſt him, ard proſpered £ 
4 3. He hath the Power of Life and Death, which the 
Fathers of our Fleſh have not. The Father's Power 
conliſteth moſt eſpecially in theſe two Points, in pu- 
niſhing and chaſtizing the Children for their ſmaller 
Faults, and difinheriting them at laſt if they prove in- 
| corrigible : but the Father of Spirits hath Poteſlatem vi- 
hy te & necis, the Power of Life and Death over all his : 
Children, He bringeth to the Gates of Hell, and he bringeth Vita. 16.13. 
back again. | 
And this further obligeth us to a patient bearing of 
his Will in our own Sickneſs, our own darkeſt Walks 
in the Valley of the Shadow of Death, and alſo in the 
laſt departure of our deareſt Friends and Relatives, be- 
cauſe God is the Father of Spirits, and takes no more 
from us, than what he firſt gave us. >. 
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And hereby we do bur attain to ſome degrees of 
Abraham's Faith and Patience, who was not more joy- 
ful at theBirth and Growth of his only Son, than ready 
to give him again to God in his beſt Age. 

4. He hath the Power of the ſecond,as well as of the firſt 
Death ; or; as cur bleſſed Saviour expreſfieth it, when 
ke hath killed, hath Power to caſt into He!l. Men after they 
have killed the Body, have no more that they can do,and 
our Chriftian Faith and Hope will bear ws ap under all 
the Threatnings, and Strokes of thetr Cruelty, and 
enable us to ſay with Comfort, what the poor Lepers 
ſpake in diſpatr. 1f Ley kill w, we fha'l but die ; but 
who knows the "Power of thine Anger, ſatth David ? who 
knows what degrees of Torment the Wrath of an in- 
cenſed 'God can kindle after Death > Temporal Judg- 
ments are to the wicked but the beginning of Sorrows, 
or in St. Gregory Nazianzen's Expreition, Kdnvs e955, 
the Smoak of the Lord's Anger 1n Hell are the Flames, 
and the unquenchable Fire of it. 

« Take the Aſhes of the Furnace, (anth God to Moſes, 
© and caſt them into the Air, and they ſhall be Sores and 
* Plagues upon them : ſuch are all temporal Puniſh- 
* ments ( faith the excellent Biſhop 'Brewrrig ) they 
© are but the Aſhes of the Furnace of Hell Fire, not to 
be compared to thoſe everlaſting Torments. A pati- 
ent bearing of thoſe Affii@&ions with which God chaſtens 
his Children and Servants 1n this Life, is one good 
way to eſcape that Wrath, which he reſerves for his 
Enemies 1n'the next. | 

Thus haveI ſhewed you briefly what good reaſon 
we have to be ſubje& tothe Father of Spirits, rather than 
to the Fatters of our Fleſh,our natural or civil Parents, 
in regard of the greater Ab/jointeneſs and Latitude of his 
Dominion, 4. There 
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4. There is one thing more which advanceth God's 
Scepter, and awes us into a lower Submiſhon, and that 
1s, the duration aud continuance of bis Dominion, "This 
ſeems to be implied in our Apoſtle's preſent Argument 
in the very next Yerfe to my Text ; They verily, (that is, 
the Fathers of our Fleſh) for a few days chaſtned we. 
Their's, if a ſevere, isbut a ſhort-livd Empire : But God 
who ſhews Mercy to thouſands, puniſheth alſo to the third 
and fourth Generation 3, yea, His Kingdom, as the Pſal- 
miſe ſpeaks, is ar everlaſting Kingdom, and his Domi- Pal. 145.13. 
ion exdureth throughout all Generations, I might fay 
much more of God's Soveraignty and right of Rule 
over us, a right to give Laws, and to inflict Puniſh- 
ments, to exact Obedience and enforce SubjeQtion. 
But I ſhall proceed to ſhew you in 
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cy 3 as he hath a more compleat and abſolute 
pF Right of Dominion over us, fo he hath an infi- 

nitely more tender 1ove and Kindneſs for 19, than 
the Fathers of our Fl:ſþ have: This 1s implied in their 
-proper CharaFers and diſtinftions, Fathers of owr Fleſh, 
and Father of Spirits. This beſpeaks place by his very 
Name and Title, which bears Signatures of Goodneſs, 
altogether as illuſtrious as thoſe of "Power, which you 


have ſeen diſplayed. 


Qi That as is his Majeſty, fuch is bis Mer- 
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Where Fleſh in Scripture is not uſed to deſcribe Sin 
either original or aQtual, it for the moſt part denotes 
Weakneſs, if not the Corruption, the Frailty of our Na- 
ture : And $prit 13 a word of a quite contrary Import, 
and carries in the notion of it high degrees of Purity, 
Knowledg, Power and Goodneſs. Burt, | 

2. The Preheminence of God's Paternal Aﬀedion, 

and the Advantage of his Diſcipline, is more plainly 
repreſented in the laſt word of my Text, Live, and in 
the Explication of it by thoſe following words, They 
#ndeed for a few days chaſined us after their Pleaſure, but 
he for our Profit. 
' If they deſign their Childrens Good, they may either 
through want of Knowledg, or exceſs of Paſſion,miſtake 
the meaſures of their Diſcipline; but there are none of 
theſe Imperfe&ions in the Father of Spirits. His Anger, 
which is the Produ& of Love, 1s alſo the Subject of 
Wiſdom, and managed by both for a fingular Benefit. 

He that is the Father of Spirits, knows their frame, 
and their Frailties, what Medicines they need, and 
what they will bear, and as his Wi/dom preſcribes and 
direQs, his Love adminiſters and makes Application. 

1. He knows what Medicines they need, what will pre- 
judice their Health, and what will purge their Diſtem- 
pers,and therefore accordingly orders them pro jucundis 
apti(ſima queq; profitable inſtead of pleaſant things, ſome- 
times wholſom Wormwood inſtead of luſcious Honey. 

© The fame Wiſdom and Goodneſs which denies us 
© thoſe things we like, becauſe they are hurtful-for us, 
© doth upon the very ſame reaſon give.us thoſe diſtaſt- 

* ful things which he ſees profitable. 
A wiſe Phyſician doth not only diet, but if occaſion 


be, purge his Patient alſo. And furely there is not 


fuck 
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ſuch a Purifier, ſuch a Cleanſcr of the Soul, as are AE 
flictions, if we do not (like diſorderly Patients ) fru- 
ſtrate their Efficacy by the irregular Managery of our 
{elves under them. 

God afflis no further than the Neceſlities of his Pa- 
tients require, and what is ſhort of this, is, though un- 
der the ſhew of Compaſhon, a real Cruelty. 

He doth not puniſh willingly, nor grieve the Children of Lan. z, 33. 
Mex. Now for @ ſeaſon, if need be, you are in heavineſs | p,, , « 
through manifold Temptations. ' If our Affliction be ſharp : 
and painful, certainly God ſeeth that we have need of 
it, otherwiſe he would handle us more gently. 

The Husbandman plows not, 'but to ſow, and he 
plows and harrows no longer than till the Clods are 
broken : and God ſuffers wicked Men, whom the P/al- 
iſt compares to Plowers, ( or any other Haraſſers of 
our Eaſe and Content ) no longer to make Furrows 
upon the Backs, or rather upon the Hearts of his Ser- 
vants, than till they are ſoftned and broken, and be- 
come a fit ſoil for his Graces to grow in. For, 

2. He that knows our frame, underſtands our Frailties 
too, not only what we need, but what we can bear, 
and remembers not only that our * Bodies are Duſt, but 
that our Soxls alſo partake of the Infirmities of their 
Companions, or rather of the Diſcompoſures of their 
Inſtruments, and therefore refolves that he will not cox- 
tend for ever, neither be always wrath, le/t the Spirit ſhould 
fail before him, and the Souls which he vach wade; but he Ezra g. r3- 
puniſheth us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, and hath pro- , c,,.. EY 
miſed to lay no more upon #4 than we are able to bear, and y 
that we ſhall zot be tempted above our Strength, 

If he chaſten ſore, he will not deſtroy ; if he cauſe Grief, Lam, 3. 22. 
get. will he have Gompaſſion according to the multitude 6 4 
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Effays. 


them in this Compariſon ; Proſperity #s the Bleſſmg of 


his Mercies. Many times turned he his Anger away, and 
did not ſuffer kis whole Indignation to ariſe, for he remem- 
bred that they were but Fleſh. | 

God will either enlarge our Grace, or abate our 
Trouble, ſo that it ſhall not overwhelm us. 

Who can lift up a Complaint againſt ſo compaſiio- 
natea Father e Who can rebel, ſo much as in a hard 
thought, of the Rigor of his Diſcipline? Eſpecially if 
we conſider that he isaltogether as much a Father when 
he corred&s, as when he cherijheth us; and that he deſigns 
the ſame Good in a variety of Conditions. He gives 
Riches to- ſome, that they may honour him with their 
Subſtance, and keeps them from others,leſt they ſhould 
abuſe them to Avarxice or Riot, To ſome he gives 


Children to be the Staff and Solace of their Pilgrimage, 


and takes them from others, leſt they ſhould take them 
from himſelf, and draw down their Afe@ions from 
things above. Some he continues mn this World fo declare 
the Warks of the Lord,and others he takes out of it to reft 


from their own Labours. All things, ſaith the wiſe Mar, 


are not profitable for all Men. And the Wiſdom of the 
Divine Providence 1s ſeen as well in ſending Winter, 
as Summer, Autumn as Spring, foul Weather as fair, . 
Adverſity as Proſperity, Sickneſs as Health, and Death 
as Life. | 

It was a high Speech of Sezeca's ( after the manner 
of the Stoicks) Bonarerum ſecundarum optabilia, adver- 
farum mirabilia « That the good things of Proſperity are to 
be wiſhed, and the good things of Adwerſity are to be admi- 
red. But to ſpeak the words not only of Truth, but 
Soberneſs, great and numerous are the Benefits of Ad- 
verſity. The Judiciow Verulame magnifies and extols 


the 
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the Old Teftament, Adverſity of the New, which carrieth 
the greater Benedidion, and the clearer Revelation of 
God's Favour. 7 | 


Solomon pronounces Sorrow more deſirable than 


L aughter, becauſe by the ſadneſi of the Countenance ihe xc. 7 ;. 


Heart is made better. 
 * Oarbleſſed Lord and Maſter,who began,and lived and 
« died in Sorrows,ſeeing'his own Sutferings to fucceed fo 
* well.and that for ſuffering Death,he was crowned with 
© [mmortality, reſolved to take all his Diſciples and Ser- 
* yants to the Fellowſbip of the ſame Sutierings, that 
* they might have a Participation of his Glory. 

No Affliddion, fanh our 4poſile, a little after my Text, 
is for the preſent joyous, but grievous 5 nevertheleſs it produ- 
ceth the peaceable Fruits of Nighteouſneſs to thoſe that are 
exerciſed therewith, 

Thoſe ſhowers which wet the Husbandman, multi- 
ply his Grain, and a dripping Seeds time 1s uſually fol- 

- Jowed with a more plentiful Harveſt. If the Servants 
of God ſow in Tears and Blood, thoſe Tears and Blood 
will but water and manure their Graces, and make 
them ſpring up, and blow into. a fuller and fairer Glo- 
ry : Thick Miſts uſher in a bright.day, and Clouds of 
Sorrows are uſually the fore-runners .of a more clear 
and-conſtant Joy, and Death it felf is an inlet to im- 
mortal Life, which would bring me to the Concluſion 
of my Text and Sermon,the great and Jaft end and b=ne- 
fit of all our Croſſes, or rather -of our patient bearing 
of them, everlaſting Reſt, and Exemption from Troubie 
in the Life to come. But it will not be amiſs, not only 
for the vindicating of God's Juſtice, but alſo for the 
Exaltation of his Mercy, to ſhew mn ſeveral Inſtances, 
what good Exds, though ſubordinate to this great oze, 
he 
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Job 10. 16+ 


Job 36. 7. 


Ruth Le 13. 


Pal. 35. 5. 


he propounds to himſelf in his moſt ſevere Chaſtnings. 
One good End 1s, 

i. To male us ſenſible of our Sins, and thereby to lead 
us to Repentance. In the warm Seaſons of Health 
and Proſperity, variety of delighttul Objedts call our 
Thoughts abroad, and we heighten the Pleaſure of our 
Enjoyments, by the proſpect of our Hopes, and eaſily 
flatter our ſelves that when the Sun ſhines, and the 
World ſmiles upon us, God is well pleaſed with us too; 
and that our Sins are little becauſe his Mercies are 
ſo great: but when ſtormy Clouds and Thunder are 
in the Air, we keep within doors, we retire into our 
ſelves, and in the time of Adverſity conſider, what and 
how great our $775 are which have overcaſt our Hea- 
ver, darkned the Light of God's Conntenance, and made 
our Face foul with Weeping, as Fob ſpeaks. 

The Goodneſs of God indeed ſhould lead ws to Reper- 
fance; but ſuch is the Diſingenuity of our Natures, that 
we too often deſpiſe his Goodneſ;, and force him either 
to leave us in our 9775s, or puniſh us for them, which 
is the moſt merciful Cure that our Caſe will admit of. 
If they be bound in Fetters, and holden in Cords of Afe 
fliion, then he ſhews them their Work,, and their Tranſ- 
greſſions, as Elihu ſpeaketh. 

When God had taken away from Naow# her two 
Sons ( though by an ordinary and uſual Death) ſhe 
concludes, and ſo ſhould we 1n the like Caſe, that her 
Sins had deſerved it,and that the hand of the Lord was gone 
out againſt her, David's Aﬀfiictions had this good Effe& 
upon him, When thy Hand was heavy upon me, &c. I 
acknowledged my Sin unto thee, and mine Iniquity have I 
70t hid. We are all too apt to turn the Grace of God into 


- Wamonneſs, only impudent and hardned Sinners deſpiſe 


his FTudgments, 2. As 
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Serm. 1. Wilt of God. 


2. As our Afﬀii&ions do in general admoniſh us of 
our Tranſgreſſuons ; fo (as hath been already intimated) 
they point us to thoſe particular Sins which provoke 
God's Diſpleaſure. Foſeph's Brethren eafily acknow- 
ledged their Guilt, becauſe they ſaw their Sin written# 
upon their Puniſhment 3 Their cloſe Impriſonment 
taught them what it was to caſt their Brother into a de- 
ſolate Pit. And the Wriſe-mar: obſerves, that the turn- 
ing of the Egyptian Waters into Blood, was a manifeſt 
Reproof of that cruel Commandment for the murder- gc; 
ing of the Hebrew Infants. | 

And ſurely, as one ſpeaks, we might in molt, if not 74. + 
all our Sufferings, ſee ſome ſuch correſponding Circum- Conteremene. 
ſtances, as may lead us to the immediate provoking. 

Cauſe of them. God who does all things in number, 

weight and meaſure, does in his Puniſhments alſo ob- 

ſerve a ſymmetry and proportion;and adapts them not 

only to the Heinouſneſs, but even the very ſpecifick 

kind of our Crimes, which was obſerved by ©zinrus | 

Cwurtins in the caſe of Beſſws, who betrayed Darins. 2x. Curt. 

Sceleſti haud rard ſupplicia luunt ejuſdems generis cums illis Y: 3932304 
patrarunt flagitiis, Wicked Men are uſually paid 

ous. in their own-Coin, made to ſuffer in the ſame 

way they ſinned ; in which we ought not only to take 

notice of the 7»ſtice, but of the Mercy of God in giving 

fach Inſtructive Corrections, which, like Forathar's 

Rod, that was dipped is Honey, enlighten onr eyes, diſco- 1 Sam. 14. 27. 

ver to us by a very affecting Evidence, both the nature 

of our Sin, and the neceffity of our Repentance. 

3. God ſends Affidions totry us. Behold, I will melt 
them, and try them, Jer. 9. 7. | 

Now this fiery, this melting Trial, hath theſe two 
good Ends. | | 
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1. To refine our Natures, to purge away xr Droſs and 
C orrupt 708, | Ti 
2. To diſcover and ilſuſtrate our Virtues and Graces, 


I. To furify our Natures and purge away our Droſs and 
Defilements. The fining Pot is for Silver, and the Furnace 
for Gold, but the Lord trieth the Hearts. ' : 
| _Weareby Nature Maf/a corrupte, Children of Wrath, 
being at beſt but like Gold and Silver in the Oar, till 
God puts us into his Fining-Pot, and bis Furnace, yea 
after God's Grace hath renewed us in our firſt Conver- 
ſion, we have many groſs and drolly Intermixtures, 
which will not eaſily be cleanſed off without a frequent 
Application of ſome ſearching Refinersz the Word of 
God indeed is an excellent one, Sandify them by thy 
Truth, thy Word is Truth. The Word of the Lord tried 
him : Pſal. 105, 1g. and fo it doth many others. Bur, 


2. AfMliction 1s alfo a great Refiner : I have refined 
thee, but not with Silver ; 7 bave cheſen thee in the Faure 
wace of Afiiftion. The Furnace is not for the hurt of 
the Gold, but for the Advantage and Improvement of 
it, it loſetha nothing there but its /Prols, and becomes 
more precious, more fit for the Maſter's ufe, to be made 
a Veſlcl of Service and Honour : So are Troubles and 
Afﬀiions God's Enſtruments, to cleanſe and purj 
our Natures, to work out the Pride and Vanity of our 
Minds. This 1s that good end the 4þpofile refers to'im- 
mediately after my Text, He chaſtons us for our Profit 5 
How? That we may be Partakers of his Holineſs, - » 
And we ſhould :endeavour .to gather theſe Grapes 
and Figs even from our Thorzs and Thiſtles,' theſs 
3 bleſled 
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bleſſed Fruits of Humility, Holineſs, and Righteoultels, 
I mean, from the Tree of the Croff, that ſo we may com- 
ply and'clofe with God's Mercitul Purpoſc in aftliting 
us, faying with E/hz in all meckneſs, and true contrj- 
tion of tpirit, 1 have bory Chaſtiſements, 1 will not offend 19934. 31,32 
any more. That which I ſee not, teach thou me : If I have 
done Iniquity, I will do no more. Bat, | 
2dly. Afﬀiidions are ſent for tryals of the Truth, and 
ſincerity of our Graces, our Faith; "Patience, and the 
like : That the tryal of our Faith, being much more precious 1 Pt 1. 7. 
than that of Gold, which periſheth, though it be tryed with 
Fire, might be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, 
ſaith St. *Peter + and Tribulation worketh Patience, ſaith 
St. Paxl, To both theſe, that of Minutizs Felix ſeems 
to refer, Ut Aurum ignibas, ſic nos diſcriminibus argui- 
mur; as Fire trieth Gold, fo Crofles and Perils diſco- 
| ver the Truth and the ſtrength of Virtue. 
A» _ Thisis taught us in the Parable of the Stony Ground. 
Every forward Hearer of the Word, every ſpecious 
Profeſſor goes for a good Chriſtian, till he is like to 
ſiffer for his Profeſſion, and till Tribulation or *Perſecu- 
tion ariſe becauſe of the Word. Mat-I$. 26528 
'God indeed fees through our hypocritical Cove- 
rings, all our painted and guilt Out-fides, and needs: 
no Touchſtone to find out our hidden Faults. But be- 
caufe we are ſometimes apt to miſtake our ſc]ves, our 
own Strength, as'St. Peter once did, God in Mercy 
tries, us to give us a right underſtanding of our ſelves, 
of the trne Habit of our Minds. Sezeca reports it as the 
ſaying of his admired Demetrivs + Nibil mihi videtur 156. de provi. 
infelicius eo, cui nihil evenit adverſi, I think no Perſon 4entia. 
i ſo nnhappy, as he who enjoys an uninterrupted Felicity. 
And he ſhews his Approbation of it by giving this 
F 2 Reaſon 
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Of Submigtion to the 


Reaſon for it, Nor licuit enim ills ſe experiri, for he 
could never prove and know himſelf, what he was, and 
what he was able to do or ſuffer. Agreeable hereunto 
is that of St. Auſtin, Tentat Dews non ut ipſe hominem - 
inveniat, ſed ut homo ſe inveniat : God —_— thus tries, 
mot that he may find out a Man, but that Man may find 
oxt himſelf, and be ſenſible of his own condition. 
Hol. 5. 15. 4. Aﬀfiiclions make #5 more frequent and fervent in 
Prazer. Moſt Men too much forget the God of their 
Mercies, but in their Affiidion they will ſeek me early. 
Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee, they ponred out a 
Prayer when thy Chaſtiſement was upon them, The Sun 
of Proſperity puts out the Fire of Devotion, which is 
kindled and enflamed by the Aztiperiſtaſis of a Winter 
Blaſt, a bleak Seaſorr of Adverſity. I[fracl learnt not 
to mourn until they were ſent to * Babel, Jonas ſleeps 
in the Ship, but wakes, and prays in the Whale's 
Belly. Ef | | 
4 God in Mercy exerciſeth good Men with Crofſes and 
Sufferings, to-wean them from the World, to diſcover the 
Indifferency, if not the Worthlefneſs of thoſe Perſons 
or Things which they promiſe themſelves moſt Satis- 
faction and Comfort from : In our Friends and Relati- 
ons it is uſually ſeen, .. God ſooneſt takes thoſe from us, 
for whom we have the greateſt and moſt immoderate 
Paſſion, leſt they ſhould alienate our Aﬀections from 
himſelf, or abate the degrees of them, and cool our 
purſuit of a Heavenly Happineſs. | 
Yea, when he takes away our Children, the dear 
Parts of our ſelves, the Off-ſets of our Stock, he doth 
not only defign the better Growth and Fruitfulnefs of ! 
© our own Spiritual Life, by removing the Suckers of \þ 
Piety and Virtue ; but he defigns allo their Improve- 
ment 
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ment and unſpeakable Advantage, by tranſplanting 
them into his own *Paradi/e. | | 
Pliny the eldeſt, ( thowgh-he could not fee into the 
Glories of another Life for want of our Revelation, yet 
had ſtudied the World very much, and for his parts of 
Nature, Wit and Curiofity, and other great Advan- 
tages of Fortune, might be ſuppoſed to know as much 
as any mere Philoſopher ) made this Obſervation, that 
no Wiſh was: more frequent among Men, than the 
Wiſh of Death, and thereupon his Conclufion is,- that 
Natura. nihil brevitate vite preſtitit melins 5 that Nature 
hath not doxe 4 ſo great a Kindneſs in any thing,as in ſhort- 
ring our ſtay in this Life, that we may not contra& 
too great an Intimacy with the World. 
And that we may not too much lament the _Condi- 
tion of thoſe that leave the World, before it leaves them, 
who are blaſted in the Beauty, and Flower of their 
| Youth, have their Evening before Noon, and die itt 
T their firſt Enjoments of the Pleaſures of Life. He elſe- 
' Where calls Death, Precipuunm Nature bonum, the chief 
Bleffing of Nature, which cannot come out of Seafon 5 : 
becauſe there 1s no Good in this Life, which is not ei-- oj 
ther tempered with ſome preſent Evil, or followed: ; 
with: ſom< evil EfftcCts and Inconventencies : according: 
ta:that of Pliny the younger, 1n his incomparable Pane- 
eyrick 5 Hat has vices conditio mortaliune, ut adverſe 
ex ſecundis, ex ſecundis adverſa naſcantur ; Such is the 
changeable State of us Sojournersupon Earth, that-our Cone- 
forts breed Croſſes, and what we reap in Foy, was firſt ſowed 
in Tears. TH | 
This is another good:End of God's chaftning us, to- 
wean our Afﬀections from-this World, while we live in- 
it, and to reconcile us'to Death, our laſt Enemy, and: 
| to: 
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ta:make' us: willing ta follow our -Friends.into another 
World, who could not ſtay. with us here, and from 
whom we cannot there-Be'foparated.' 
421 ſayzme-thinks: Wwe ſhould not be VETY fond of ſuch 
& Lafe, either for-our fclves, or thoſe we love beſt ; 
whidh-i3 not only fo ſhort that it cannot be kepr long, 
 þutwithal, fo full of Frouble, that it is hardly worth 
thekeeping 3 nor by conſequence to dote on a flatte- 
ritg World, which is ſo little to be enjoyed, and its En- | 
joyments ſo very full of vexatious Mixtures. - 
Lib. de provi- . 6, Beſides that particular and perſonal Good which 
dentis.Þ = God deſigneth ns-in our Chaſtiſements, he reacheth the Be- 
refit of our Example to others, and teacheth them Pati- 
ence and Conſtancy by our Subjection to his Fatherly 
Diſciptine.  Sereca {peaks it of good Men in their Suf- 
ferings, Nat? ſurt in Exemplar, they are born to be Patterns 
#0 others. And we are adviſed in this Chapter to conſi- 
der our Saviowr's Endurance, for the fortifying of | 
our ſelves, .the:Confirmatian. of our Courage and Pati- 
ence, leſt we be wearied and. faint in our Minds, Chriſt 
x Per. 2, 21, ſuffered for us, (aith St. Peter, leaving us an Example that 
we ſhould follow bis Steps. | 
b . 7. God deſigns a future Good in our preſent Cha- | 
_ ſiſements, and the Prevention of a g_ Evil, than 
$a that which now opprefleth us. The Father of Spirits re- 
gardeth principally their Intereſt, and if he grieve them 
here it is that he may ſpare them the better hereafter ; 
x Cor. 11,32. Where we are judged; we.arecchaſtned of the Lord, that we 
ſhould not be condenined:with the World, And: indeed, 
what can afford us ſo firm and ſolid a Support under: 
all, our Loſſes and: Crofles, all our Diſappointments and 
» Calamities of this, Life, as the comfortable Aſſurance” 
and:ExpeCtation of a blefled Immortality 2 You have! 
9? heard 
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heard that the Father of Spirits projets many Benefits 
and Advantages to us in thoſe Afﬀicions which ſeem 
moſt to expreſs his Diſpleaſure, and that we ought to 
receive them chearfully at his hand, as the Medicines of 
our Sou}, and the Seaſonings of our Fortune, as the 
Incentives of our Devotion, and the Inſtruments, Po- 

 Hſhers and Diſcoverers of our Vertue 3 but that which 

''will enable us not only to beas the Croſs with Pati- 
ence, but with Triumph, and to glory in Tribulations, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, is the Preſage of future Joy, and 
that well-grounded Hope of Glory, which they excite in 

our Souls. So that in regard of this great and laſt Be- 

nefit of our Sufferings, 1 may forbear any further Per- 
ſwaſions to Patience, and leave you under the Com- 

mand and Compullion of fo prevailing a Motive as 
your own Eternal Life and Happineſs. If there are 0- 

ther very good Reaſons, as you have heard derived 

from the *Power and Goodneſs of God, this may ſuper- 

fde them all, How wuch rather ſhall we be in SubjeFion 

to the Father of Spirits, and live Live longer and more 

comfortably in this World, live for ever in an Eternity 

of Health and HappineK in the zext. 


ow, the God of all Grace, who hath called ws to his 

ternal Glory by Chrift Jeſws, after that ye have 
ſuffered a while, make you perfed, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
ſettle you. To him be Glory and Dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 
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